Week 1 – 07/25/06 Instructor Finn

Four steps of criminal profiling and the keys to behavioral evidence analysis by Donna Speckhard


“In the rush to examine a criminal's behavior, it is not difficult to become distracted by the dangling carrot of that criminal's potential characteristics and forget about the value of understanding his victims”  -- Brent Turvey 

The four steps of a final and fully rendered criminal profile consist of victimology, forensic analysis, crime scene characteristics and finally the deduction of offender characteristics.  These steps assist the profiler in reconstructing a crime scene.  They help determine what occurred and how.  These steps cannot be broken apart in understanding a crime or criminal mindset and are key in behavioral evidence analysis.

Victimology is the study of victims which examines every facet of their lifestyle, background, health, and other physical characteristics.  The term “victim profiling” has often been used to describe this type of study and in essence it really is a profile.  It is thought that through this kind of indepth examination of the victims, the profiler will know the perpetrator(s) better (VICTIMOLOGY: The study of victims in criminal investigations, www.crimelibrary.com).  While the aforementioned are important pieces to the puzzle, it also helps determine why a victim is chosen.  Knowing why or how a victim is chosen leads to how the perpetrator(s) think and subsequently affects how the perpetrator(s) act.  If it is determined how they are acting – it is thought the profiler can then possibly anticipate his future behavior.  Below are some questions to ask and what to look for in a crime:

Why was this particular person targeted?

How were the person targeted, or was the person a victim of opportunity? 

What are the chances of the person becoming a victim at random (and therefore opportunistic)? 

What risk did the offender take to commit the crime? 

How was the victim approached, restrained and/or attacked? 

What was the victim's likely reaction to the attack? 

Forensic analysis provides detailed information about evidence found at a crime scene.  It is the analysis of all the physical evidence collected by a crime scene investigator.  This type of information helps draw the pieces of the puzzle together.  Hair samples, blood, DNA and other information might help paint a clear picture of what belongs to the victim and what belongs to others.  
Crime scene characteristics are used to reconstruct the crime.  Methods of approach and attack are studied.  How was the victim approached?  From behind, invited in, etc… Was the victim overpowered or knocked out?  These general characteristics “are only a language for expressing or explaining the victim and offender behavior as it has been established by forensic evidence or victim and witness interviews.  They are a product of crime reconstruction” (Criminal Profiling, 2nd edition p. 189).  Some characteristics to build upon are:


Location type


Crime scene type


Point of contact


Primary scene


Secondary scene


Intermediate scene


Dump site/disposal site


Location of the scene


Method of approach



Method of attack


Methods of control


And many, many more….  

Offender characteristics often show us how much risk the offender was willing to take to acquire a certain victim.  These characteristics are much like the victimology ones often sought.  What are the offender’s behavioral features, lifestyle, health, and personality.

Profiling requires a broad spectrum of expertise, the ability to be flexible and keep a clear mindset.  

“Assume nothing, question everything” – Sherlock Holmes

